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CONTIBUTTION FROM ‘GOA TOURISM’ WEBSITE 

ROAD TRAVELING INSIDE GOA – Car Rates etc. 

	From
	To
	Distance in kms

	Panaji
	Bondla
	55

	Panaji
	Calangute
	16

	Panaji
	Airport
	29

	Panaji
	Mapusa
	13

	Panaji
	Margao
	33

	Panaji
	Old Goa
	10

	Panaji
	Dona Paula
	07

	Panaji
	Tiracol
	42

	Panaji
	Vagator
	22

	Panaji
	Vasco-da-Gama
	30

	Panaji
	Mobor
	50

	Panaji
	Varca
	44

	Margao
	Cavelossim
	15

	Margao
	Colva
	06

	Margao
	Airport
	29

	Vasco-da-Gama
	Airport
	03

	Vasco-da-Gama
	Panaji
	30

	Vasco-da-Gama
	Margao
	30


By Car 

Besides rented cars, there are the ubiquitous tourist taxis, which are available near most hotels and resorts and at all the tourist attractions. There are two types of taxis, the white-colored tourist taxis, and the yellow-topped black regular taxis. 

The private tourist taxis, are completely white in colour, and are found at the Goa Airport, the railway stations and outside most popular hotels. Almost all major towns and tourist attractions have a taxi stand, where both types of taxis are available. 

The taxi hire charges are fixed per kilometer, but with a little bit of bargaining you can arrive at a rate which is quite reasonable for the trip. The taxis can be hired per trip or for the whole day. Ensure that you fix a price for the entire journey before you sit in, so that you don't get overcharged at the end of the trip. 

FARE RATES 

Autorickshaws: 
A flat rate of Rs 7 per km (with no return charges anywhere in Goa). 25 percent is extra between 11 pm to 5 am. 

Taxis: (for both white-coloured tourist taxis as well as yellow tops) 
A flat rate of Rs 8 per km. For one-way journey outside the municipal limits, there is a 50 percent extra charge.
Any misbehavior or overcharging by the drivers should be reported to the nearest Transport Department office at Panaji (2225606), Mapusa (2250254), Bicholim (2362225), Vasco (2515100), Margao (2741962), and Ponda (2312749). 

Car Rentals 

Panjim 
1) GTDC 224132, 226728 

2) Mr. Naik – 9822 169746 , Near Vatagor. ( Reference : Sujit Pradhan)

Information about ATMs 

	HDFC BANK 
	 

	Panjim
Minum Residency,
18th June Road 
	421922/33

	Margao
Mangrish Prasad Coop Society (Opp. Babu Naik Residence), Aquem
	(750019, 750225) 

	Vasco
Damodar Bldg, Swatantra Path
	(515179, 501356) 

	 
	 

	ICICI BANK 
	 

	Panjim 
Opp. Passport Office
	(232180/3) 

	Porvorim 
Opp. GKB Hightech Lenses, near Porvorim Circle 
	 

	Mapusa 
Garden Center, Opp. Police Station 
	(254710/1)

	Margao 
Behind Virginkar Petrol Pump 
	(711013/1) 


Casinos 

The first live-game floating casino in India is located on board the MS Caravela (named after the first Portuguese ship that came to Goa in the 16th century). This is a joint venture between Advani Hotels & Resorts India Ltd and Casinos Austria International. 

The MS Caravela is a catamaran, twin-engine vessel and can accomodate 270 passengers with 30 crew members. The Caravela is specially designed to sail the river waters of Goa. 

The Caravela is built with fire retardant interiors and houses a lavish restaurant with multi-cultural cuisine, a bar, sundeck and a swimming pool. Two suites and four rooms are also provided for the VIP guests. The plush interiors of the vessel gleam with chandeliers from Italy and fire-resistant rugs from the US. The restaurant on board serves a multi-cultural cuisine. 

The entrance fee for the Dinner Cruises includes meals on board together with soft drinks and beverages along with non negotiable chips. 

Access to The Caravela is on a jetty just near the Mandovi Hotel in Panaji. Guests are even picked up from the airport and dropped off either at the cruise ship or at the Renaissance Goa Resort. 

Live gaming is between 8.00 p.m and 02.00 a.m. 

Goa has a few other casinos, which are basically gaming halls in which are installed typical slot machines and a bar. 

Contact:


CARAVELA
Panaji Jetty,
Panaji
Ph: 2234044 -2234047 
WINNERS
Goa Marriott Resort,
Miramar, Panaji 
Ph: 2463333 

FORTUNE CLUB
Bogmallo Beach Resort,
Bogmallo,
Ph: 2538222-35 

TREASURES
Majorda Beach Resort,
Majorda Beach
Salcette 
Ph: 2754871 

12 pm onwards.

GOA NUGGETS 
Goa Renaissance Resort, 
Varca Beach
Ph: 2745208

0000-0300 Open daily. 
Casino and gaming joint. 
All major credit cards accepted. 

LAS VEGAS 
The Leela Palace Goa, 
Mobor, Cavelossim 
Ph: 2871234 


1200-0300 Open daily. 
All major credit cards accepted. 

HALIENDA de Oro
Holiday Inn Resort Goa, 
Mobor, Cavelossim, 
Ph: 2871310 

1200-0600 Open daily. 
Slot machines, roulette, drop poker etc. 
All major credit cards accepted. 

River Cruises 

The Goa Tourism Development Corporation (GTDC) runs a variety of river cruises on the Mandovi river — daytime, sunset and moonlight. There are two types of day cruises -- from the Panaji jetty, down the Mandovi into the Zuari bay and up the Mandovi to Aldona and a mineral water spring. 

A few private firms also offer a variety of imaginative cruises or boat tours for sunset views as well as for crocodile or dolphin spotting. 

 [image: image1.png]



Santa Monica 

Santa Monica is the pride of Goa Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. This luxury launch is built on twin hull and used for daily evening cruises on river Mandovi with 'live' cultural programmes performed by the best cultural troupes of Goa. 

The launch can accomodate approximately 200 passengers at a time. There is a bar counter to quench your thirst. Santa Monica launch is also available for special parties on hourly charges. 

The Santa Monica cruise is the most attractive entertainment with live Goan Cultural Show and music on board. 

Dolphin Fantasy, Pearl of the Orient and Backwater Thrills to Savoi Verem are on board the Poseidon, a newly acquired 24-seater fibreglas luxury launch.

	1.
	Sunset Cruise
	 
	 

	*
	Dep.6.00 PM
	1 hour
	Rs. 100/- per head

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.
	Sundown Cruise
	 
	 

	*
	Dep.7.15 PM
	1 hour
	Rs. 100/- per head

	 
	 
	 
	 

	3.
	Full Moon Cruise/Special Cruise   

	*
	Dep.8.30 PM
	1 hour
	Rs. 150/- per head

	 
	Arr. 10.30 PM 
	 
	 

	For above cruises, children above 6 years charged ticket.

	 



	4.
	Dolphin Fantasy Cruise:-
	 

	 
	Venture into the sea, Watch the dark graceful water beauties in a playful mood and the rhythmic dance of love. Sight closely, the head lands jutting out into the sea, Crowned on either side by Raj Bhavan, Aguada Fort & Reis Magos.

	*
	Days of operation:
	On every Monday only.

	*
	Timings:
	From 9.30 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 

	*
	Rates:
	Rs. 250/- per person inclusive of snacks and cold drinks 

	 
	 
	 

	5.
	Pearl of the Orient:-
	 

	 
	A blend of Natural & Cultural heritage Cruise-cum-walking tour to visit World Heritage Monuments at old Goa. 

	*
	Days of operation:
	On every Saturday.

	*
	Timings:
	From 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

	*
	Rates:
	Rs. 250/- per person inclusive of refreshments 

	 
	 
	 

	6.
	Backwater Thrills:-
	 

	 
	Cruise along the riverine tip of Islands of Chorao, Divar, Old Goa. Enjoy the endless sight and sounds of Mandovi’s thick mangroves. Dock at the country side to sniff through the Spicy World, Juicy fruits, exotic plants and medicinal herbs at Savoi Verem, Spice plantation. Experience the typical Goan cuisine served in earthen pots and banana leaf. 

	*
	Days of operation:
	Tuesday - Friday.

	*
	Timings:
	From 9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

	*
	Rates:
	Rs. 550/- per person inclusive of refreshments & lunch


Special Hire of Launches for longer periods is also available. Check at the Panaji jetty ticket counter for the latest timings and rates.

 The private cruise operators which operate their own cruises can be contacted at the numbers given below: 

	Royal Cruise
	Ph: 2437887, 2437888

	Emerald Waters
	Ph: 2431193, 2431192

	Floating Palace
	Ph: 2276493

	Solita Luxury Yacht
	Ph: 2276941, 2277720


Discotheques 

In Goa, the day isn’t lost with sundown – actually it begins to get better and better. Swearing by the motto "Work for today, plan for tomorrow, party tonight," Here are the top Goan nightspots where you can shake a leg and let your hair down: 

PARTY ZONE: Reputed to be the first disco in South Goa, Party Zone at the Holiday Inn Resort has maintained the lead. Open thrice a week (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) 10 pm onwards, it is frequented more by the teenage young crowd, especially on Saturdays. The DJ swears by pop reggae and techno hip hop, though themes from ’70s and ’80s do figure occasionally.

What it lacks in space – a maximum of 100 people can squeeze in at a time – Party Zone makes up in punch, being one of the most popular hangouts in South Goa. Designed a little differently with fun-loving traffic symbols all over, it has a well-stocked bar to keep you charged. A secluded outdoor seating area has been provided for those wanting to catch some air and dig into snacks. The best night to be around is, of course, on Saturdays.

Details: There is an entry charge of Rs 150 per couple. 
Place: Holiday Inn Resort, Mobor, Cavelossim Ph:2871303-10

AQUA: Aqua at The Leela is a mix of entertainment lounge, casino gaming machines and discotheque. In the evenings, it is a gathering place with soft lounge music where you can chat others up or watch sport events on a big-size screen. The bar, serviced by waiters, is well stocked. The three semi-private cigar lounges allow you to poison the air in peace.

After 10 pm the place turns into a discotheque with a big dance floor. The crowd is 25 plus age group, with a smattering of hotel guests and walk-ins. Saturday nights are music theme nights while feature events are held once a month with discounts on drinks and some gifts to be won.

Details: Those below 18 aren’t allowed after 8 pm. Monday closed. 
Timings - 5 pm to 1 am. There is a Rs 250 cover-charge adjusted against drinks. 
Place: The Leela Palace, Cavelossim, Mobor. Ph: 2871234

ADEGA: Adega Camoens is the lobby bar with discotheque at Taj Exotica. It has a mix of solo bands, dance performers and five-piece bands belting out foot-tapping rhythms, while a lady disc jockey charms the bar with her own blend of music. The framed black-and-white photos of the Hollywood stars from the ‘60s form the backdrop to Hollywood theme nights on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings. During the day, the music remains light but turns livelier evening onwards. There is a live band on weekdays, while the disco comes on its own on Saturday nights.

In a take from the lifestyle of the ‘60s, a giant cigar humidor welcomes you as you walk in. A secluded and quiet cigar corner takes care of those wanting to puff on their cheroot in peace. Try out some of their exquisite cocktails made from the local liquor called feni.

Details: Happy hours - 7 pm to 8 pm with 50 percent off on drinks. 
Timings - 12 noon to midnight. Disco on Saturday nights only. 
Place: Taj Exotica, Calwaddo, Benaulim. Ph: 2771234

TREASURES: This casino-cum-disco at Majorda has a slew of slot machines like Russian Roulette, Black Jack, Caribbean Gold and Pearls, not to mention a pool table. The whole setup has been designed as a pirate ship with a rustic ambience and life-size statues of pirates greet you as you enter. Replicas of ancient muskets and guns hang on the walls above gunpowder barrels. The bar serves up exotic cocktails. The dance floor attracts a mixed crowd. This must be the only disco in Goa from where you can send an email.

Details: Casino open 12 pm onwards. 
Disco after 8 pm. All days a week. No entry charge. 
Place: Majorda Beach Resort, Majorda. Ph: 2754871-80

AVLOC: Avloc at Colva, well known in party circles, is billed as "a place where people hang out with their friends or just chill out after a hard day at work or simply a place where you can just can let yourself break free." It has theme nights every day of the week except Monday – jazz (Tuesday), Disco (Wednesday), oldies and classics (Thursday), rock (Friday), disco (Saturday) and world music (Sunday). A cocktail bar and sizzlers keep you occupied when not dancing while a big screen allows you to see football or cricket matches. DJs from Goa, Mumbai and even Europe frequent the disco.

Details: Monday off. 
Timings: 8 pm - 2 am (weekdays) and 8 pm - 4am (weekends). 
Phone: 2788126

CLUB CABANA: Located at Arpora, 3 kms from Calangute market off the Anjuna road, Club Cabana is on a hilltop overlooking the entire Calangute stretch, with a nice view of the sea as an added bonus. The enthusiastic owners-cum-hosts – the Shahs, who stay right next to the club – are up and about to ensure a warm welcome to the guests.

The club has outdoor and indoor areas spread over various floors, which also means that you can have a private party if you wish. The huge structure, complete with a swimming pool, accommodates an awesome 1,500 people. Club Cabana’s theme nites are noted for fun costumes and background decor – farmer’s nite and prisoners’ nite being the most popular. There is a bar and tandoor (barbeque) too for you to have your fill. 

Details: Entrance limited to couples. 
The place comes on its own after 10pm and is up till the last guest leaves – which means that sometimes they are open till breakfast. No entrance fee, but entry gets restricted once it gets too crowded. 
Place: Arpora, near Marinha Dourado hotel. 
Ph: 2279799

 CLUB TITO’S: In Baga, Tito’s really doesn’t need an introduction – the place is always chock-a-bloc with party-poopers. One of the first discos in Goa, it is right on the beach and is a popular watering-hole for the tourists and Goans alike.

Adding to the punch is a good bar and a restaurant. They have revamped the whole place this season and have theme nites every day of the week with DJ’s playing music like retro, trance, hip hop and reggae.

Details: The discotheque is open from about 9.30 pm to 3.30 am all days. 
Entrance charges around Rs 250 per couple. 
Place: Baga
Ph: 2275028

RYB: This is the new kid on the block – a nightclub that may have opened on the premises of the Taj Holiday Village, Sinquerim, by the time you read this. It will be more of a pub and lounge area with a small dance floor. The decor in wood and metal is contemporary with low seating sofas. It will feature music theme nites, focusing on a particular artist or band. The pub will promote the local brew feni in special cocktails that will be served in mud pots. No entrance will charged.

Details: It will open every evening from 5 pm onwards 
Place: Taj Holiday Village, Sinquerim
Ph: 5645858
Movie Theatres 

Most cinema houses in Goa exhibit the latest Hindi movies as soon as they are released all over India. Most recommended theatres are Samrat in Panaji and Shivam in Vasco.

	Name 
	Location 
	Phone 

	Cine Samrat/Ashok Theatre 
	Panaji 
	2225574 

	Cine National 
	Panaji 
	2226040 

	Cine Lata 
	Margao 
	2714920 

	Cine Vishant 
	Margao 
	2720984 

	Blue Pearl 
	Margao 
	2274467

	El Monte 
	Vasco 
	2521055

	Shivam 
	Vasco 
	2519092

	Cine Alankar 
	Mapusa 
	2262202 

	Aisha 
	Ponda 
	2312088 

	Cine Paradise 
	Cuncolim 
	2763245 


Water Sports Centre

Fort Aguada Beach Resort, 
Sinquerim, Bardez, 403 519, 
Tel: 87501-9

Sailing, Windsurfing, Water-skiing, Parasailing, Motor-boat rides

Dominic Watersports, 
Sinquerim Beach, 
Bardez, 403 519

Windsurfing, Water-skiing, Canoeing, Water-scooter rides

Paradise Waves, 
Sinquerim Beach, 
Bardez, 403 519

Windsurfing

Goan Bananas Water Sports
Cobra Vaddo, Baga Road, 
Calangute 403 516 
Phone: 276 362 

Goa Tourism Development Corporation, 
Lake Resort,
Mayem Lake, 
Bicholim, 403 504 
Tel: 

Pedal-boat rides, Dinghy sailing 

Aqua Sports, 
5th floor, Nizari Bhavan, 
Menezes Braganza Rd.,
Panaji, 403 001 
Tel: 

Motor-boat rides, Water-scooter rides, Scuba diving, Snorkelling, Fishing

Goa Yachting Association, 
P.O. Box : 33, 
Panaji, 403 001 
Tel : 

Dinghy sailing, Windsurfing

Dona Paula Sports Club, 
Dona Paula, 403 004.

Water-scooter rides, Motor-boat rides

Hydro-sports, 
Cidade-de-Goa, 
Vainguinim Beach, 
Dona Paula, 403 004

Windsurfing, Dindhy sailing, Water-scooter rides, Water-cycle rides, Motor-boat rides, Parasailing, Water-skiing, Sports-fishing, Snorkelling, Sailing Yacht 

Water-sports Goa, 
Bogmalo Beach, 
Bogmalo, 403 806
Phone: 512 305 
(Affiliated to ISSA and has qualified instructors as well as teaching aids and equipments)

Windsurfing, Body boards, Dindhy sailing, Catamaran rides, Water-scooter rides, Motor-boat rides, Water-skiing/Fun skiing, Parascending, Diving/Snorkelling, Scuba diving, Canoeing, Fishing

Bogmalo Beach Park Plaza, 
Bogmalo, 403 806

Windsurfing, Body boards, Motor-boats rides, Water-scooter rides, Parasailing, Water-skiing

Majorda Beach Resort, 
Majorda, Salcette 403 713 

Water-skiing, Windsurfing, Water-scooter rides, Motor-boat rides 

Goa Renaissance Resort, 
Varca, Salcette 403 721

Windsurfing, Water-skiing, Parasailing, Snorkelling, Jet-ski rides, Motor-boat rides, Banana boats, Surf boards, Body boards

Odyssey Cruises
Sequeira Vaddo, 
Fort Aguada Road, 
Candolim, 403 515 
Phone: 276 091 

The Old Anchor, 
Cavelossim, Salcette 403 731

Windsurfing, Water-scooter rides, Motor-boat rides, 

The Leela Palace,
Mobor, Cavelossim, 
Salcette, 403 731

Winfsurfing, Sailing, Dinghy sailing, Boating 

Sports Authority of Goa, 
Indoor Stadium Complex, 
Campal, Panaji 
Tel: 224619 

National Institute of Water Sports, 
Sundial Apartments, 
AS Road, Altinho, Panaji, 
Tel: 436550

Traditional Markets 

Most Goan towns have a Municipal Market where you can get practically everything you need in one place to stock up on your provisions. This is the traditional market place for the average Goan for his daily shopping needs. 

These markets are usually the most interesting place to browse around for shopping. However over the years, some markets have gained fame around the world for their unique variety and ambience. 

Friday Mapusa Market 

The small town of Mapusa lies in northern Goa and is one of the main market centres in the state, serving both inland farmers and the villagers of the coast. 

The market is at its bustling best every Friday morning when it draws large crowds of Goans as well tourists. Goans come from all over the state to do their weekly shopping here. 

Although it's not much different from any other regional market, it's an excellent example of a typical busy Goan bazar. The market opens early morning around 8 am and the business is in full swing throughout the day until the closure at around 6 pm in the evening. 

There are vendors selling everything from fresh fruit, vegetables to fish, earthen cooking pots to the latest plastic utensils. 

Banastarim Bazar 

Banastarim is a small village which lies in Ponda Taluka further along the road down the highway NH4A from the famous Old Goa Church complex. There is a weekly bazar held here on Fridays, which is quite similar to the Mapusa market. 

The main difference between the two markets is that due to its location, this is not yet as popular with the tourists. As such the market still retains its old world charm and Goan ambience without the commercialisation aimed at tourists. Goods are thus available at extremely cheap prices. 
Anjuna Market 

Originally started by foreigners who wanted to sell off their second-hand items such as cameras, watches and even clothes, the Anjuna market today has quite a different appearance. 

Held every Wednesday, near the famous Anjuna beach, it is a major attraction for people from Goa as well as the tourists. 

Today it is more populated by stalls operated by Tibetan and Kashmiri traders and colourful Lamani tribal women rather than foreigners. The stalls usually sell handicrafts from around India. 

Bargaining is expected by most vendors, so be sure to haggle around with the starting price until you are sure you are getting your money's worth. 

Brand Name Shopping 

Designer clothes, many of which are now being made in India are a popular shopping item with the tourists visiting Goa. 

All Western brand names are substantially cheaper than in the West, and books are also at bargain prices. Consequently, foreign tourists looking to get the best value for their currency make a beeline for such shops. 

There are a number of brand name outlets in Panaji and the Calangute beach area - including Nike, Levi's, Lacoste, Benetton, Lee and Reebok. These offer excellent prices which according to foreign tourists are as much as a third less than in their own countries. 

There are also quite a few local boutiques, operated by either locals or designers from other states who have made Goa their home or place of business. 

These include Camelot in Ribandar on the Panaji-Old Goa road, Sangolda on the road to Calangute and Casa Goa in Baga. 
These outlets feature period furniture, home accessories, and excellent selections from up and coming designers. 

If your taste runs to designer clothes, visit Goan designer Wendell Rodricks' Design Space and Sosa's, run by Abel de Sousa, both located in Panaji. 

IMPORTANT MAP 
AROUND VAGATOR
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AROUND PANAJI
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CONTRIBUTED BY NATTU 

BEACHES, FORTS, TEMPLES & CHURCHES OF GOA 
BEACHES

ANJUNA BEACH  18 km from Panaji and adjacent to Chapora Fort, it was the haunt of the flower generation in the sixties and still popular with the younger generation. A key attraction here is a magnificent Albuquerque Mansion built in 1920, flanked by octagonal towers and an attractive Mangalore tile-roof. 

Agonda - 37 kms from Margao, it is a nature lover's delight. Secluded and picturesque, this beach is ideal for lazing around in the sun. Agonda is the place if you are looking for peace and solitude. 

Arambol - About 50 km from Panaji, this is an unique beach in north Goa. It is both rocky and sandy and the most sought-after beach by foreign visitors. 

Baga - It is a secluded and pleasant beach with good recreational facilities like river cruises, water-skiing, yachting and fishing. Staying here is no problem as there are many lovely, small cottages available. 
Betul - A virgin beach untouched by tourism, it provides a stretch of silvery sand, alongwith the secluded wilds. Betul offers total seclusion, and magical beaches and a wonderful view. 

Calangute - 16 kms from Panaji, this 7 km-long 'queen of beaches,' is a popular holiday resort. The small houses amidst the coconut groves behind the beach are always in demand. It is the most popular holiday resort in Goa and a hit with foreign tourists. 
Colva - 6 km. from Margao, it is the pride of Salcete and rivals Calangute in scenic splendour. Here sea , sand and sky blend in enchanting natural harmony, weaving their magic spell on the visitors. The beach offers good accommodation facilities. 
Miramar - A lovely golden beach of soft sand girdled with palm trees, Miramar is one of the most popular beaches. Less than 3 km from the Panaji city centre, it is just where the Mandovi meets the sea. From here one has an excellent view of the Aguada fort just across the river. 

Palolem Beach - A relatively deserted beach, Palolem is about 35 Kms from Margao. It is one of the most enchanting beaches of Goa with a back drop of Western Ghats . 

Vagator - 24 km from Panaji, this is a popular beach dominated by the Chapora Fort (which marks the entrance to the bay) in the north and Calangute beach to the south. It's a free-and-easy mood at Little Vagator beach where a young, hip crowd and nude sunbathing are the norm. 


FORTS

Aguada Fort - was built by the Portuguese in 1609-1612, to control the entry into the river Mandovi and to protect Old Goa from potential enemy attacks. A spring within the fort provided water supply to the ships that called there. The fort presently houses the Central Jail. 

Cabo Fort (Raj Bhavan) - 9 km from Panaji, it lies on the peninsula land jutting out in the Arabian Sea, at Dona Paula. Initially during the Portugese era, a Franciscan Convent, was attached to the fort. This later became Coba Palace and is now the Governor's residence
Chapora Fort - Located 10 km out of Mapusa, it has a splendid view of nearby Anjuna and Vagator beaches. The fort once in the hands of Muslim rulers before the Portuguese wrested it, has some interesting ruins. 

Terekhol (Tiracol) Fort - 42 km.from Panaji, it stands at the nothern most tip of Goa's shoreline, on the hillock overlooking the Arabian Sea, at the mouth of the river Terekhol. In its courtyard is the century old church of St. Anthony. It is now a tourist resort. 
Churches
Se Cathedral at Old Goa - The largest church in Asia, the cathedral in Old Goa, is a mighty 16th century monument to the Roman Catholic rule of Goa under the Portuguese. It's huge Golden Bell is the biggest in the world. The Church has 14 side chapels; the last chapel, in Mauresque style, preserves a cross upon which a vision of Christ is said to have appeared in 1919. 

Bom Jesus Basilica - Partially in ruins but awesome still, it is a fine example of Jesuit architecture. The church's most precious relic is the emblamed body of St. Francis Xavier entombed in a marble mausoleum presented by the Duke of Tuscany, who received the Saint's pillow in exchange. Once every 10 years, the mortal remains of St. Francis Xavier are exposed for public veneration. It was last exposed in 1994. 
	


St. Cajetan Church -- is built on the lines of St. Peter's Bascilica in Rome. Interesting to note are the interiors decorated in pure, unrestrained baroque, the intricately carved pulpit. Of interest is the covered well inside that indicates that the site was one perhaps a temple. Walk over to the side to see the doorway that once was the entrance to an Islamic palace belonging to Adil Shah, the ruler of Goa before the Portuguese disembarked. 

Church of the Lady of the Mount - Located near Ponda, this was apparently the vantage point from where Adil Shah beat back the Portuguese only to meet his doom few months later. Ironically the view from this hill of the imposing and towering churches below, built by the Portuguese, who finally wrested Goa from the Muslims, is wonderful yet poignant. Interestingly mass is still held at this church on the 8th of every month. 

St. Augustine Tower - was once the largest church in Goa. Bear with the weeds and rubble to visit the spot where the Augustinians lived when they first arrived in Goa in the 1500s. 

Santa Monica cloister - Located on the Holy Hill, in Old Goa, a visit into this crumbling convent, that is still occupied by nuns and is one of the largest in Asia, transports one into another era. 

Church of St. Francis of Assisi at Old Goa - is adjacent to the Cathedral. Built in pure Manueline style, the interior is adorned with a profusion of carvings and exquisite paintings. The convent at the back of this church is now the Archaeological Museum. It houses many portraits of the Portuguese Viceroys and fragments of sculpture from Hindu temple sites in Goa. 


Temples
Shri Mangueshi Temple - dedicated to Lord Shiva, is 22 km from Panaji at Priol-Ponda Taluka. Though small, it has an air of distinctive elegance. Its lofty white tower at the entrance is a landmark of the countryside. 

Shri Shantadurga - Kavlem - Built at Kavlem, it is dedicated to Shantadurga. The temple has an impressive idol of Goddess Durga in a tranquil mood, flanked by Vishnu and Shiva. Agrashalas provide lodging facilities to the devotees. 

Shri Mahalaxmi at Bandora - Situated in the village of Bandora, about 4 km from Ponda, it is considered the abode of the original Goddess of the Shakti cult. The Goddess Mahalakshmi was worshipped by the Shilahara rulers (750-1030 A.D.) and the early Kadamba Kings of Goa. There are also 18 wooden images of Vishnu here
Shri Nagesh at Bandora - Dedicated to Lord Shiva, the temple is situated in Bandora village, about 4km to the east of Ponda. The temple has a gallery on both sides that contains exquisite specimens of intricate woodcarvings of the events of Ramayana on one side and wooden images of Astadikpal and Gandharva on the other. 

Shri Bhagavati Temple -- 26 km from the city, it is believed to be 500 years old. Two life-sized images of elephants carved from black stone guard its entrance. The statue of the Goddess Bhagavati Ashtabhuja is an imposing one. 
Internal transport

River Cruises : The Goa Tourism Development Corporation (GTDC) runs a variety of river cruises on the Mandovi -- daytime, sunset and moonlight. There are two types of day cruises -- from the Panjim jetty, down the Mandovi into the Zuari bay and up the Mandovi to Aldona and a mineral water spring. A few private firms now offer a variety of imaginative cruises or boat tours usually for crocodile or dolphin spotting. 

Bus Service: Local services are operated by Kadamba Transport Corporation (Govt. of Goa undertaking) and private operators at regular intervals. Luxury coaches, mini buses, tourist taxis and autorickshaws are available on rent and hire. Apart from this, self-driven or chauffeur driven rent-a-car are also available. 
	


By Ferry: Flat-bottomed ferries are the most common mode of transport. Though a little crammed with locals and tourists, these blue-painted hulks help you cross coastal backwaters where bridges have not yet been built. They're cheap and run from the crack of dawn until late in the evening. The most frequented river crossings in Goa are Panjim to Betim, across the Mandovi (every 15min); Old Goa to Divar Island (every 15min); Siolim to Chopdem, across the Chapora River for Arambol and Pernem (every 15min); Querim to Terekol, over the Terekol River (every 30min); and Cavelossim, in the far south of Salcete taluka, to Assolna (every 20-30min). 

By Motorcycle Taxi: Ideal for a quick jaunt to the beaches or into town from the resorts. Bona fide operators ride black bikes (usually Enfields) with yellow mudguards and white number plates. Fares - roughly Rs 5 per km - should be settled in advance. 

By Rented Motorcycle : Officially, you need an international driver's licence to rent, and ride, anything more powerful than a 25cc moped. If you don't have a licence with you, the only way around the problem is to avoid big towns such as Panjim, Margao and Mapusa (or Anjuna on market day). Before renting the vehicle, make sure you have some evidence of rental and insurance
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By Jayesh Kale

Site seeing locns

1.  Calingut Beach
2.  Mirmar Beach(Panjim)
3.  All Churches and Temples will be covered in a trip arranged by local  Travels so u can enquire about it there.
4.  Donna-Paula
5.  Mayam Lake
6.  Fort Aguad
7.  Dudhsagar Falls
8.  Old Goa
9.  Arambol Beach
10. Anjuna Beach
11. Baga Beach
12. Wagatore Beach

By Pranay Pimple

1. Do see basilca of Bom Jesus (15th century mortal of Pontiff who was killed in Burma)

2. Shantadurga, Nageshi, Mangeshi, do take ur car on diesel boat to reach Tonca marcel frm bicholim.
3. Do visit Fort Aguada and pay homage 2 freedom fighters.

By Abhijeet Pimple

Do visit club cabbana , paradise, nine bars these are  sum of da most hip places in goa....make sure u hav a lot of cash wit u.
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